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On the Front Lines-Sea Level Rise and Archaeology
With 3 feet of sea level rise, over 16,000 cultural sites in Florida will be destroyed.  How do we document these sites before they are gone? What are the best 
steps we can take to engage the local community? In this talk, we will explore the Florida Public Archaeology Network’s citizen science initiative, Heritage 
Monitoring Scouts (HMS) Florida, as well as practical approaches to engage local leaders in this important issue.  A major success story in southeast Florida was 
the inclusion of archaeological resources in the Southeast Regional Climate Compact, a four county agreement between Palm Beach County, Broward, Miami-
Dade, and Monroe counties that details recommendations to cope with climate change in these counties.
Resiliency is also a social justice issue—natural disasters such as hurricanes like Harvey and Irma illustrate how marginalized communities suffer 
disproportionately.  Additionally, too often cultural heritage is overlooked in resiliency discussions, but it is a critical part of helping communities engage with 
the space around them.  Pride in historic sites and local archaeological should be accessible to everyone.  Although destructive, natural disasters can also 
galvanize the local community to protect cemeteries or submerged resources under threat that they may not have been previously aware of. In this discussion 
we will use examples from various communities throughout Florida, such as the fishing village of Matlacha, and recent events to illustrate the need for people to 
get involved in protecting coastal heritage.




